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than any other artist. He produced one of
the best selling singles of all time and the
best selling album of all time.

All the hardship he knew early on has
turned to good and creative purposes. His
successful life is testimony to faith in himself,
faith in America, and faith in our Creator.
‘‘You can study orchestration,’’ he said. ‘‘You
can study harmony and theory and every-
thing else, but melodies come straight from
God.’’

For all your marvelous work, America
thanks you, Q, and so does W. [Laughter]

Jack Nicholson once described himself as
the kind of guy who just wants to blend in.
[Laughter] Well, we always don’t get what
we wish for. [Laughter] If there is one thing
the man can’t do, it’s disappear into the back-
ground.

He was not trained as an actor, but he had
a feeling it was his calling. As Jack had ex-
plained, he became interested in the craft
when he noticed all the girls he liked were
doing plays. [Laughter] Before long, he was
working in a studio, sorting the mail. He was
on the big screen at age 21 playing a variety
of teens and drifters, perfect preparation for
the film that made him a star, ‘‘Easy Rider.’’
We all remember his other great pictures:
‘‘Five Easy Pieces,’’ ‘‘One Flew Over the
Cuckoo’s Nest,’’ ‘‘Chinatown,’’ ‘‘The Shin-
ing,’’ ‘‘A Few Good Men,’’ ‘‘As Good As It
Gets.’’

Everyone has a favorite scene and a favor-
ite line delivered by Jack as only he can do
it. Give him a scene in a diner where he just
wants a piece of toast—[laughter]—and he’ll
make film history. [Laughter] His characters
leave mixed emotions, always something to
draw you in, always something to put you
off.

America cannot resist the mystery, the hint
of menace, and of course, that killer smile.
He doesn’t rehearse, and he makes it look
easy. His 11 Oscar nominations put him in
a class with Katherine Hepburn, Sir Lau-
rence Olivier. He’s one of the handful of ac-
tors to win the Oscar 3 times.

We pay him tribute today because John
Joseph Nicholson is one of the true greats
of this or any other generation of actors.

I hope each of our honorees will enjoy the
evening ahead. Perhaps it’s a nice change

that none of you will be called on to perform.
This is an evening for appreciation, for look-
ing back at all you’ve achieved, and for the
part you continue to play in our national life.

Congratulations, and thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:30 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to former President Mikhail Gorba-
chev of Russia.

Remarks on Departure for Orlando,
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Financial Fight Against Terror
The President. Good morning. Today we

take another important step in the financial
fight against terror. From the beginning of
this fight I have said our enemies are terrorist
networks of global reach, and all who harbor
them and support them are our enemies, as
well. We began with Al Qaida and the
Taliban. We identified some of Al Qaida’s
financial backers and we moved against their
accounts.

In November we advanced further and
identified 22 more global terrorist organiza-
tions. And now we are moving against their
financing, as well. At midnight yesterday the
Treasury Department froze the assets and ac-
counts of the Holy Land Foundation in Rich-
ardson, Texas, whose money is used to sup-
port the Hamas terror organization. Earlier
today Federal agents secured the offices and
records of the Holy Land Foundation in
Texas, California, New Jersey, and Illinois as
a part of an ongoing investigation. At the
same time, we have blocked the accounts of
an Hamas-linked bank, an Hamas-linked
holding company based in the West Bank.

The message is this: Those who do busi-
ness with terror will do no business with the
United States or anywhere else the United
States can reach.

Hamas is an extremist group that calls for
the total destruction of the State of Israel.
It is one of the deadliest terrorist organiza-
tions in the world today.

Hamas openly claimed responsibility for
this past weekend’s suicide attacks in Israel
that killed 25 innocent people, many of them
teenagers, and wounded almost 200 other
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people. Hamas is guilty of hundreds of other
deaths over the years and just in the past
12 months have killed two Americans. And
today we act.

Hamas has obtained much of the money
that it pays for murder abroad right here in
the United States, money originally raised by
the Holy Land Foundation. The Holy Land
Foundation is registered with the IRS as a
tax-exempt charity based in Richardson. It
raised $13 million from people in America
last year. The Holy Land Foundation claims
that the money it solicits go to care for needy
Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza.
Money raised by the Holy Land Foundation
is used by Hamas to support schools and in-
doctrinate children to grow up into suicide
bombers. Money raised by the Holy Land
Foundation is also used by Hamas to recruit
suicide bombers and to support their fami-
lies.

America has called on other nations to sup-
press the financing of terror. Today we take
further steps to suppress it inside our bor-
ders. I am confident that most of the donors
to the Holy Land Foundation, and perhaps
even some of the individuals who are associ-
ated with the Foundation, had no idea how
its money was being used. They wanted to
relieve suffering in the region of the world
that has suffered too much. But the facts are
clear, the terrorists benefit from the Holy
Land Foundation. And we’re not going to
allow it. Our action today is another step in
the war on terrorism. It’s not the final step.
There are more terrorist networks of global
reach and more front groups who use deceit
to support them. The net is closing. Today
it just got tighter. And now it’s my honor
to welcome to the podium the Secretary of
the Treasury, Paul O’Neill.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:58 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Remarks in a Tour of the Operation
Paycheck Center in Orlando
December 4, 2001

I, first of all, understand that the attacks
on September the 11th affected a lot of peo-
ple. Not only did we lose a lot of life, not

only are Americans worried about future at-
tacks, but a lot of people lost their jobs.

And I’m here at this program to assure
the American people and yourselves that our
governments, both Federal and State govern-
ments, want to help you help yourself. I’ve
just come from a little discussion with people
who find themselves in the same position
you’re in, about how best to use resources
to enable them to retrain for jobs that actu-
ally exist.

Today we announced a grant for the State
of Florida for over $3 million to encourage
programs in one-stop centers such as this,
so that they’re available for people who are
looking for new skills. And the other thing
that makes it important is, the Federal Gov-
ernment can write checks, but it seems like,
to me, it makes sense to empower the local
folks to design the programs to meet the
needs so that you can train for jobs that actu-
ally exist in your neighborhood.

And that’s why I’m so proud of my little
brother for seizing this initiative to develop
a program that will meet your needs and the
needs of people that are looking for workers.
I want you to know that I’m optimistic about
the future of the country. There’s no ques-
tion in my mind we will win the war on ter-
ror. There’s no question that those who—
the evil ones who murdered innocent citizens
will be brought to justice.

I believe that we’re making—taking every-
thing we possibly can to—I know we’re doing
everything we can to prevent further attacks.
It’s going to be important for the economic
vitality of our country to prevent future at-
tacks. And we’re taking the steps necessary
within our Constitution to do just that. If we
get any whiff or any sniff that somebody is
going to harm an American again, we’re act-
ing—just the way you would want us to.

And I believe that we’ve got in place the
framework for economic growth: We’ve got
good fiscal policy; interest rates are low; en-
ergy prices are reasonable. But I hope the
Congress does pass legislation that will take
care of displaced workers for the short term,
provide the short-term help necessary for
you all—extending unemployment insur-
ance, national emergency grants to help with
the health care payments, and then put other
stimuluses in place to encourage job creation.


